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2009 has been designated the European Year of Creativity and
Innovation. Indeed governments throughout the world are
increasingly becoming interested in creativity education as a means

of ensuring future success and economic prosperity. And arguably,
the capacity to be creative is especially important in times of recession. But of course this is not the
only purpose of creativity education; it is also essential for healthy human development.

Dr Marilyn Fryer first became interested in creativity research in the mid-1980s when she realised
that this important aspect of child development was not really being addressed in UK teaching and
learning. She was equally concerned about the number of young people who were bored at school,
especially at high school.

After discussing the nature and purpose of creativity education and its role in child and adult
development, Marilyn will review recent and current UK policy and practice. She will do so partly by
drawing on her own research (which includes an investigation of the views of over a thousand UK
educators and which revealed some interesting patterns relating to gender and subject specialisms)
and partly by giving examples from UK government policy and EU initiatives. Finally, she will share
her vision for creativity education in the future and invite conference participants to share their
experiences of creativity in Japanese education.
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